Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Incorporated
held on Sunday 1% of June 2025 at 2.00pm at the Matangi Hall, Hamilton.

Present: Ambassador Viktor Vavricka (Patron of the Swiss Society) and 62 members.

Welcome President Trudi Fill-Weidmann welcomed all present to the Annual General Meeting,
especially our Ambassador, Viktor Vavricka. Marianne Drummond is acting
as minute secretary.

Apologies- Hamilton — Michelle Leuenberger and Martin Cook.
Wellington — Paul Scherrer, Dominique Heller, Roland Schuetz and Peter Hynes.
Auckland — Peter Deutschle and Susie Wood.
Taranaki — Ruedi and Verena Kull.
Society Only —

Moved Adrian Blaser, seconded Vreni Vetsch.

Address by Ambassador

Viktor thanked everyone for their involvement and support of the Swiss Clubs and groups in New
Zealand, which is invaluable not only for the Swiss community here, but also for the image of
Switzerland abroad. The Embassy continues to support and connect with the Swiss community here
and to advance our bilateral relations. We had several challenges: the sudden loss of Sandra
Gantenbein, an audit from Berne and seismic renovation works at our offices. Luckily we have had
support from Bern and also welcomed my new deputy Uve Haueter three month ago. We will have
the visit of Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin in Auckland with an important business and scientific
delegation. This visit will be a great opportunity to boost our bilateral relations. The Embassy is
changing to an electronic filing system, a cumbersome process, which will take some time.
Therefore we cannot commit to sending the mobile passport station around the country. We have
been able to improve the way the Swiss pension recipients interact with the Ministry of Social
Development. Viktor sincerely thanked the delegates of the Council of the Swiss Abroad, Peter
Ehrler and Peter Canziani, for their dedicated service over the past decade. Your representation and
advocacy have been instrumental in ensuring that the voices of Swiss Abroad are heard in Bern. We
are truly grateful for your time, energy and passion. |look forward to working closely with the newly
elected representatives to continue the strong relationship between the Embassy and the Swiss
community in New Zealand. Thank you for your attention, and thank you for keeping Swiss
traditions vibrant, relevant and strong.

Appointment of Scrutineers
Adrian Blaser and George Russenberger were nominated as scrutineers by Trudi Fill-Weidmann,
seconded by Bernie Napp.

Minutes of the AGM held on 2" June 2024 in Auckland were available on the webpage of the Swiss
Society of New Zealand or could be posted out upon request, as advised in the Helvetia magazine. It



was moved by Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded by Othmar Hebler that the minutes were a true and
correct record.
Matters arising — NIL

Obituaries — sadly several members of our Society have passed away in the past year.
Hamilton - Margaret Poppe, Ernst Staeheli, Thomas Ammann and Agnes Gaemperle.
Wellington -  Sandra Gantenbein, Dennis Hamblin and Hans Meyer.
Society Only - Niklaus Schmutz.
Auckland - Paul Steinemann, Irene Knowles and Franz Krieger.
Taranaki - Alex Gwerder, Val Meier, Johnny Bishop (committee member of 50 years,
groundsman and Helvetia packer), Maya Stutz and Jean Fuglistaller.

Trudi asked that everyone present please stand for a minutes’ silence in remembrance of these past
members.

President’s Report

Trudi Fill-Weidmann thanked her Helvetia team members for their hard work; Bernie the talented
editor, Trudi Bruhlmann for her interesting articles, and Odile for keeping an eye on the finances.
Grateful thanks to Marianne and the Taranaki team for the smooth transition from one committee
to the next, and their ongoing support. A new draft constitution has been on our website for some
time, as has the new Society Sports rules. We hope you have had time to read them and will assist
in them being adopted later in this meeting. Our grateful thanks to Peter Ehrler and Peter Canziani
for their terrific work as delegates to the Swiss Abroad, and we hope their replacements will
continue their good work. Please remember to send your address changes in promptly to reduce
the amount of returned Helvetia issues we get. | used the Society’s Common Seal once to assist the
Auckland Swiss Club with a submission. On behalf of the Society | lodged a submission to avoid
financial cuts to the ASO by the Swiss Minister of Finance. Many thanks to the committees of our
Swiss Clubs and groups for their contributions to the Helvetia magazine, as well as the Embassy and
the delegates to the Swiss Abroad. Thanks to our Ambassador for being our Patron and supporting
all our events with dedication. Moved Trudi, seconded Beatrice Leuenberger.

Editor’s Report —

Bernie Napp still feels relatively new in his role, but realises that it is easier now due to digital
technology. He appreciated the great change over with Taranaki, especially the assistance of
Amanda and Marianne. Although initially challenging, NZ Post have been great with assistance for
the postal lodgements. All clubs have done a terrific job of the Helvetia over the years, and my
vision was to try and connect Swiss back to their homeland, keeping in mind that we now have many
generations of Swiss. Grateful thanks to Trudi Bruhlmann and Trudi Fill-Weidmann for their
contributions, Olivia and Penelope Napp for the children’s page, Odile for her financial work, the
Embassy, Peter Ehrler and our Swiss correspondent Martin Tochtermann together with the Swiss
Clubs for their input and also grateful thanks to our valuable advertisers. Bernie reminded everyone
to send good quality photos for publication.

Moved Bernie, seconded Odile Stotzer.



Treasurer’s Report

Odile Stotzer advised that the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial position
of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Incorporated for the year ended 31 March 2025. The Society
made a loss of $1,314.00 plus a payment of $957.00 which NZ Post only debited in May. Odile
reiterated that addresses must be changed correctly (using Postcode Finder) to ensure that we
receive the best discount from NZ Post.

Odile moved her report, seconded Herbert Staheli.

Odile wished to pass the following bills, paid during the year, for payment (they all appear in the
financial statement), seconded Beatrice Leuenberger.

$
2,152.70 Print Ready - Helvetia
180.97 A Blaser — shot put balls
1,443.86 Shaun Clarkin — webmaster costs
65.99 Stratford Paper Plus — ink cartridge
630.33 NZ Post
250.00 Anita Ferris — Christchurch Swiss Club — travel expenses
90.00 Swiss Society Competition — spot prizes
160.00 Auckland Swiss Club — prize money for Swiss Society Competitions
332.00 Hamilton Swiss Club — prize money for Swiss Society Competitions
448.00 Taranaki Swiss Club — prize money for Swiss Society Competitions
250.00 M & A Beskid — Nelson Swiss Group — travel expenses
1,000.00 Auckland Swiss Club — donation for hosting AGM weekend
95.19 Stratford Paper Plus — labels
2,340.15 Print Ready - Helvetia
636.93 NZ Post
189.75 Print Read — print certificates
646.30 Print Ready — envelopes
2,483.89 Print Ready — Helvetia
747.41 NZ Post
21.85 Lukas Ziegler — Crazy Domain
182.16 Lukas Ziegler — Crazy Domain
2,466.75 Print Ready — Helvetia
935.09 NZ Post
2,380.50 Print Ready — Helvetia
921.04 NZ Post
500.00 Willetta Staheli — National Jass Tournament
2,386.25 Print Ready — Helvetia
30.79 Lukas Ziegler — Crazy Domain

79.08 Lukas Ziegler — Crazy Domain



Rifle Master’s Report

As some Swiss Society Sports competition results have only just come to hand, there was no Rifle
Master’s report.

Delegate to Swiss Abroad Report (OSA) Peter Ehrler

Peter Ehrler advised that both he and Peter Canziani have been delegates for the past twelve years.
He has attended several on-line meetings, but neither of them could attend the Congress in
Switzerland in July. Electronic elections were held in thirteen counties. The Swiss government is
wishing to cut its’ funding to the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad. Sponsorship to the OSA has also
been reduced. Peter said it was great to see the Australian and New Zealand Swiss communities
have come closer together. He’s still working on the AHV issue, but the NZ Government will be
reluctant to change this due to the huge savings they create. Peter thanked all recent Ambassadors
who helped them, and also Peter Deutschle and Adrian Blaser for their support. He has had the
pleasure of speaking with many Swiss parliamentarians during his time as delegate.

Peter Ehrler moved his report, seconded Hans Vetsch.

Beatrice wished to acknowledge the efforts of her father, Heinz Leuenberger, who was Peter’s
predecessor.

Setting of Society Subscriptions 2025/2026

The Swiss Society of New Zealand remains in a good financial position however expenses keep
increasing. Currently the subscription is $25.00 which has been the same for 33 years! It was moved
by Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded Martin Beskid that the subscription payment be increased to
$30.00 effective 1 April 2026. Hans Vetsch encouraged people to obtain the on-line version and that
the subscription payment could be tiered between on-line subscribers and paper ones. Beatrice
advised, as a treasurer, this would create a huge extra work load with differing subscriptions. Martin
Beskid suggested increasing the advertising, as currently it is very cheap. The motion was voted on
and carried, so subscriptions from 1 April 2026 will increase to $30.00 for all subscribers.

Election of Officers

Marianne thanked the entire Swiss Society committee for their hard work and effort, and ensuring
that the Helvetia magazine remains a good read for all members.

President: Gertrud (Trudi) Fill-Weidmann, moved Marianne Drummond, seconded Lisette Benkert.
Vice-President: John Bernard (Bernie) Napp, moved Esther Gilbert, seconded Hans Vetsch.

Secretary: Gertrud (Trudi) Fill-Weidmann, moved Marianne Drummond, seconded Vitus Achermann.



Treasurer: Marie-Odile (Odile) Stotzer, moved Jackie Ziegler, seconded Herbert Staheli.
Rifle master: Dominique Heller, moved Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded Beatrice Leuenberger.
Committee member: Paul Scherrer, moved Marianne Drummond, seconded Trudi Fill-Weidmann.

Delegates to the Swiss Abroad: Bernie took the seat and advised that we have two vacancies and
that Birgit Bacher and Anna Blattler had offered their services. Unfortunately neither of them was
available to attend this AGM and speak to the members. Bernie moved that we defer these
nominations until next year as members would like to hear them speak at an AGM to be able to
make an informed decision on the election, seconded Herbert Staheli. The OSA website will have
“vacancy” on the delegates’ nomination. Willetta was concerned that we won’t have a voice and
wondered how we would get information. Hans Vetsch was worried as to how long we won'’t have a
delegate. Bernie advised that we will still have the Embassy, Adrian Blaser and Peter Ehrler who will
assist where possible. Adrian felt that both prospective delegates put their profile in the Helvetia, so
why not go with the candidates who offered their servies. Tanja asked why they aren’t here, and
was advised that they’re both in Switzerland. Othmar felt we should wait for a further year. Peter
Ehrler advised that the whole conference is on-line so everyone can view this and get necessary
information. He also assumed that the President of the Swiss Society of NZ receives the agenda of
ASO meetings and information thereafter. Following this lengthy discussion a vote, by a show of
hands, carried the motion to defer the election for a year.

Peter Ehrler suggested we advise the ASO of our situation and asked that correspondence be
delivered to the Swiss Society of New Zealand Incorporated.

It was moved by Marianne Drummond that the Swiss Society committee take care of any issues
regarding ASO matters, with help from the Embassy of Switzerland, Adrian Blaser and Peter Ehrler,
seconded Esther Gilbert.

Any Society members would be eligible to represent us as delegates to the Swiss Abroad and
nominations will be open again until a decision is made at the next Annual General Meeting in 2026.
Trudi Fill-Weidmann will communicate with Birgit Bacher and Anna Blattler and advise them of the
decision made at the Annual General Meeting.

Conflict of Interest: During the last financial year there were no conflicts of interest.
Club Reports

Auckland - Jackie Ziegler, president Auckland Swiss Club, advised that they have had much change in
the committee. They now have new committee members, and the club is in a good financial
position. They have installed high quality roller blinds which have added value to the venue. They're
now looking at upgrading the toilet block and shooting shed roof. They have a good trapping
programme on their farm. They had good feedback on their survey. They hold various events, and



their shooting programme is growing. Their shooting range is certified. The Auckland Swiss Club will
be celebrating their 70" anniversary in 2026, and want to mark this milestone with an event.

Hamilton — Herbert Staheli, president Hamilton Swiss Club, advised that their functions are held in
Matangi Hall, Cambridge and Newstead School. They have had good support of their Jass
competition so far. Older members have enjoyed the day-time functions. They enjoyed a great
picnic with a good Australian contingent after the successful Jass Tournament. A couple of walks are
enjoyed and he thanked his committee for their valuable support.

Wellington — Bernie Napp, acting Treasurer, reported that Paul Scherrer has been President for a
year, and they have held various functions. They have had a few working bees so the club house
looks great. The shipping containers have finally gone, after a great effort by Paul. They have a new
committee and some renewed energy. This has been a challenging year regarding member turnout,
but the recent Fondue Evening had excellent support. They have a monthly coffee and chat at Aro
Bake which is greatly enjoyed.

Taranaki — Marianne Drummond, secretary / treasurer Taranaki Swiss Club, advised that they have a
membership of around 350, with a great committee of seventeen. They have had successful
functions, and the Senior’s Social Days have been very popular and most enjoyable. We have been
successful in obtaining grants of $50,000.00 towards the new toilet facility upgrade. Marianne
thanked the Hamilton Swiss Club for their delicious food and great hospitality, and the Swiss Society
committee for their great work with the Helvetia magazine.

Dunedin - Esther Gilbert, representative of the Dunedin Swiss Group, advised that they have no
official club as no-one wants to go on the committee! Together with her husband Kevin, they enjoy
attending the Swiss Society AGM to meet and speak with fellow Kiwi-Swiss. Emails get sent to about
200 people, with an increased turnout to events. Esther thanked her husband Kevin for his terrific
support. They have invested in a fire pit which they enjoy using. She also thanked the Embassy for
hosting them with a dinner including members of the Swiss Society committee. Trudi Fill-Weidmann
thanked Esther and Kevin for their work in the Swiss community in Dunedin.

Christchurch — no report available this year.

Nelson — Martin Beskid advised that around 270 Swiss people live around Nelson. They play Jass
regularly, with a dinner beforehand at their business premise. They will be having a fondue at The
Playhouse in Tasman for their Swiss National Day celebrations for around 80 — 120 people. Martin
and Alexandra were thrilled to participate in the Swiss Society Cowbell Competitions and thanked
their fellow sports competitors from the other North Island clubs for joining them.

New Members: Please note that new members will need to be passed at future AGMs should the
new constitution be adopted.



General Business

Othmar Hebler moved that the Swiss Society of New Zealand make a donation of $1,000.00 to the
Hamilton Swiss Club to help with costs organising this weekend, seconded Adrian Blaser.

Marianne Drummond thought that several years ago it was decided that the Swiss Society
committee was authorised to make donations of up to $1,000.00 per year, with the payment ratified
at the following AGM. Hans Vetsch agreed that this was indeed the case. Marianne moved that the
above policy be implemented, seconded Hans. It was moved by Fidel Good, seconded Adrian Blaser
to ratify the payment made to the Jass Tournament this year of $500.00.

Following the deleting and addition of Society bank signatories with the ANZ last year, we were
advised that there were still signatories to the bank accounts from many years ago. Marianne
Drummond moved that Sandrine Jacqueline Smith, Hans Vetsch and Heidi Carmen Fitzi-Gordon be
deleted as bank signatories, seconded Herbert Staheli. As there were insufficient committee
members according to our existing rules, Paul Scherrer was co-opted onto the committee. Marianne
moved that Paul Scherrer be ratified as a committee member, seconded Beatrice Leuenberger.

New constitution: Marianne advised that a new draft constitution has been on our website for many
months and hopes that people have taken the time to read it. Firstly we must agree that, as a
Society, we wish to reregister as an Incorporated Society. By reregistering as an Incorporated
Society it ensures that members and committee members aren’t personally liable for club debts or
other obligations providing our rules have been adhered to; in other words officers (committee) and
members of unincorporated societies are exposed to personal liability for the activities of that
Society, and incorporating provides legal protection. The constitution is an important legal
document that sets out the Societys’ purposes, what it does and how it operates. Jackie Ziegler
moved that the Swiss Society of NZ Incorporated reregister as an Incorporated Society, seconded
Trudi Fill-Weidmann. Now we must adopt the new rules. It was moved by Jackie Ziegler, seconded
Trudi Fill-Weidmann that the new constitution be adopted. Now that the Swiss Society of NZ is an
Incorporated Society under the 2022 Act, all branches (ie: Auckland, Hamilton, Taranaki and
Wellington) need to be Incorporated Societies (it is for YOUR protection) and align their rules with
that of the Swiss Society (template is under Constitution Builder on the Incorporated Societies
website). Itis of utmost importance that clubs register so that branches have the same processes
and procedures in place as the parent body.

It was moved by Esther Gilbert, seconded Helena Moors that Trudi Fill-Weidmann, Odile Stotzer and
Marianne Drummond remain contact people for the Incorporated Society. All officers (committee
members) will need to be added to the register.

We need to keep the following registers up-to-date (which | organised before handover) to ensure
that we abide by our new rules - Conflict of Interest, current membership (database) with date they
became members (for existing members we can put “member at reregistration date”), and date and
name of people who cease to be members (must be kept for at least seven years). Therefore when



clubs delete a person / people from the database they must advise the Swiss Society secretary so a
note can be taken of people who cease to be members, whether by passing away, choosing not to
continue membership or not paying their subscription.

We also need to have consent forms for new members (clubs will have to email consent forms to the
Society secretary so that the Swiss Society also have a copy of the consent form), committee
nomination form, consent form from committee members and a signed certificate to say that
they’re not disqualified from being a committee member. | would like to ask all secretaries to
carefully add ALL details on the database as all the information is important — even Nationality.
Please note that all new club members need to be provided with a copy of their clubs’ rules and the
Swiss Societys’ constitution ... happy reading of 50 odd pages!!!

Policies — the following policies were read and adopted:
-Organisation of the Swiss Abroad need to be notified if less than 50% of our
members are Swiss citizens, majority of office holders are NOT Swiss citizens,
and if the President of our Society is NOT a Swiss citizen. Moved Adrian Blaser,
seconded Beatrice Leuenberger.

-Membership policy, moved Alan Beck, seconded Kevin Gilbert.

-New Ambassador — invite them to become Patron of our Society, moved Trudi Fill-
Weidmann, seconded Kevin Gilbert.

-Role of Patron of the Swiss Society of NZ, moved Herbert Staheli, seconded Hans
Vetsch.

-AGM and Special General Meeting advertisement, moved Heinz Diener, seconded
Fidel Good.

-Financial requirements, moved Adrian Blaser, seconded Tanja Zurbruegg.

-Subscription payments, moved Beatrice Leuenberger, seconded Fidel Good.

-Club affiliations, moved Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded Pia Russenberger.

Swiss Society Sports Rules — moved Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded Jackie Ziegler.
Othmar then advised the Swiss Society Cowbell competition results, with Taranaki winning the
shooting, Hamilton the kegeln, Auckland the Jass, and Taranaki also narrowly winning the shot put.
The Cowbell will be presented to Taranaki by our Ambassador, Viktor Vavricka, later in the evening,

with Auckland winning the smaller cowbell. Many thanks to all who participated to ensure the
continuation of the sports competition for this coveted Cowbell.



Lukas Ziegler, our wonderful webmaster, advised we currently still have a few issues. He has three
options — as is, pay for a better service with the same provider, change web hosting provider (he
shared a few options) and then there would be some far more expensive options. Marianne
Drummond moved that the Swiss Society go with whatever Lukas recommends, seconded Martin
Beskid. Everyone agreed.

Othmar Hebler, President Taranaki Swiss Club, invited all members to the Taranaki Swiss Club next
year with the AGM being held on Sunday 31° of May 2026 at 2.00pm.

Trudi wished everyone an enjoyable evening and safe travels home.

Meeting closed at 4.40pm

Read and confirmed, 31 May 2026



