
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Swiss Society of New Zealand Incorporated 

held on Sunday 31st of May 2026 at 2.00pm at the Taranaki Swiss Club, Grace Avenue, Kaponga. 

 

Present: Ambassador Viktor Vavricka (Patron of the Swiss Society) and 69 members. 

 

Welcome President Trudi Fill-Weidmann welcomed all present to the Annual General Meeting, 

  especially our Ambassador, Viktor Vavricka.  Marianne Drummond is acting  

  as minute secretary. 

 

Apologies- Hamilton – George and Pia Russenberger, Herbert Staheli 

  Wellington – Bernie Napp and Paul Scherrer. 

  Auckland – Pia Wittwer 

  Taranaki – Walter and Myrtha Seifert, 

  Society Only – Martin and Alex Beskid (Nelson) and Anita Ferris (Christchurch) 

  

Moved Anita Zuber, seconded Fidel Good.    

 

Address by Ambassador  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear members of the Swiss Society of New Zealand, Dear friends of 

Switzerland; It was a great pleasure to be with you here today in Taranaki for the Annual General 

Meeting of the Swiss Society of New Zealand.  First of all, let me say what an honour it is for me to 

serve as Patron of the Swiss Society.  I truly value the close connection between the Embassy and 

the Swiss community across New Zealand, and occasions such as today are a wonderful reminder of 

the strength and vitality of that relationship.  I would also like to express my sincere appreciation for 

the tremendous work carried out by the Swiss clubs throughout New Zealand.  Their role goes far 

beyond organising events and gatherings.  They help preserve our traditions, strengthen ties 

between generations, welcome newcomers, and create a sense of belonging for Swiss citizens living 

far from home.    It is always a pleasure for me to interact with the Swiss clubs around the country.  

Every encounter reminds me how committed, dynamic and supportive this community is.  In August 

last year, I had the opportunity to present the Swiss community in our region before the Council of 

the Swiss Abroad in Bern.  I must admit that it felt rather odd that the NZ delegate seat was vacant 

at the time.  I am therefore particularly pleased that this year’s AGM will elect its delegate or 

delegates.  Representation matters and it’s important that the voice of the Swiss community in NZ is 

heard in Bern.  At the Embassy, we are currently somewhat short-staffed.  As many of you know, 

Nicole Kamasa has left for her new posting in Senegal, while her successor, Doris Endriss, who will 

join us from Sri Lanka, will only begin in August.  We appreciate your understanding during this 

transition period and thank you for your continued patience and support.  

 

As mentioned recently in the Helvetia (a big shout out to Chief Editor Bernie and his team!) one of 

the upcoming challenges will certainly be the introduction of the European Travel and Information 

System ETIAS.  This will entail that Swiss citizens travelling to Switzerland will need to travel on a 

valid Swiss passport.  We will continue to communicate updates and practical information as 

implementation progresses.  If you plan to travel to Switzerland or Europe, please do make sure your 

passport is valid and contact us for a renewal early.  Another issue we continue to follow closely is  



 

the matter of Superannuation deductions.  A meeting with the Minister of Social Development is 

planned later this month, and we remain engaged on this important topic.  In the meantime, we 

understand that MSD, starting in April, has begun proceeding with a pro-rata deduction of the 13th 

AHV pension, even though that pension is only actually paid out in December.  Frankly speaking, 

deducting something that has not even been paid out seems utterly unfair.  I would therefore be 

very interested to hear from any Swiss citizens who are affected by this situation.  Please do come 

and speak with me afterwards.   

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Swiss community in NZ may be geographically far from Switzerland, but it 

remains deeply connected to our country and its values.  Your commitment, your volunteer spirit, 

and your willingness to support one another are truly admirable.  Thank you for everything you do to 

keep the Swiss spirit alive here in NZ.  I wish the Swiss Society continued success, and I encourage all 

of you to remain engaged, connected and optimistic about the future.  Thank you very much for 

your warm welcome today, and thank you for your dedication to our community. 

 

Merci vielmal, thank you 

 

Appointment of Scrutineers 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann nominated Marlies Hebler and Willetta Staheli as scrutineers; moved by Trudi,           

seconded by Othmar Hebler.                                         .  

 

Minutes of the AGM held on 1st June 2025 in Hamilton were available on the webpage of the Swiss 

Society of New Zealand or could be posted out upon request, as advised in the Helvetia magazine.  It  

was moved by Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded by Anita Zuber that the minutes were a true and 

correct record. 

 

 Matters arising – NIL 

 

Obituaries – sadly quite a few members of our Society have passed away in the past year.   

 Hamilton – Agnes Gaemperle, Helen Staeheli, Heinz Leuenberger, Violante Villiger, Rinaldo 

   Rust and John Babnik.   

 Wellington – Mani Zuest and Fred Fluehler.  

 Society Only - Fritz Recher (Te Kuiti) and Anna Kaeppeli (Auckland). 

 Auckland – Louis Wallimann, Willi Pfenniger and Fredi Roethlisberger.  

 Taranaki - Noeline Shaw, Mathias Seifert , Johanna Dettling, Christine Amstalden,  

   Marcus Rufer, Mary Dettling and Chris Meier. 

 

Trudi asked everyone present to observe a minutes’ silence in remembrance of these past members. 

 

President’s Report 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann advised that they had produced six issues of the magazine, sent out to 

approximately 620 members around the country.  The number of printed copies has reduced to 520, 

as the on-line option is gaining popularity.  This does save quite a bit of cost.  Printing and posting 

alone comes to about $6.00 per member per issue.  This year our team has enjoyed the addition of  



 

Patricia Devenoges who prints the labels and deals with the NZ Post lodgement procedure, reducing 

Bernie’s workload.  Amanda Sherman has done an excellent job of designing our magazine, 

organising the printing and securing new advertisers.  Lukas Ziegler organised a smooth changeover 

with website hosts. Swiss broadcasting for Swiss abroad has been upheld thanks to rigorous 

petitioning by the OSA.  The inclusion of the Swiss Yodel into the list of UNESCO intangible cultural 

heritage has been a great moment of pride for our country.  Having not had an OSA delegate for a 

year, we hope to elect a person this year to ensure our voice is heard.  It appears that someone has 

researched the AHV problem with the NZ Government, and if anyone is interested in covering this 

person’s expenses please come and talk to me.   

 

Congratulations to all the clubs for completing their Society registration or reregistration with the 

Incorporated Societies to comply with the 2022 Act.  We are now all Incorporated Societies and our 

affiliation to the parent body is mentioned under “purposes” in the Swiss Society of NZ Inc 

constitution.  Wellington is proposing a “Deed Poll”, drafted up by a lawyer member, linking the club 

to the Swiss Society.  Part of the new constitution requires consent forms to be completed (either 

paper or with on-line submissions), keeping a register of all members who cease to be members (to 

be kept for 7 years), the AGM to approve all new members during the year, and the filing of Annual 

returns to the Incorporated Societies.   

 

The Swiss Society Sports Competitions have had active participation by all clubs, and the results will 

be published in a future issue of the Helvetia. 

 

I am proud to read the club reports from around the country.  The Auckland Swiss Club will be 

celebrating 70 years, and I appreciate the great care they take of the club farm through conservation 

with Kiwi now on their land.  I thank all the presidents and committees for driving the lively 

participation in our Swissness.  The contributions you make are greatly appreciated.   

 

Grateful thanks to the Ambassador for supporting the Swiss communities in NZ, and to the Taranaki 

Club for hosting this weekend. 

 

The Swiss National Orchestra is broadcasting to all Swiss Abroad a concert on the 1st of August and 

invites all clubs to tune in.  Please let me know if you would like the link. 

 

I wish you all a great weekend and safe travels home. 

 

Trudi moved her report, seconded Lisette Benkert. 

 

Editor’s Report – 

 

As Bernie is overseas, Trudi read his report.  We are now at the halfway mark of our term, and 

Helvetia 12, this time themed on the canton of Fribourg, has been completed.  It has been a long 

road to date, and an enjoyable one.  Thanks to Trudi Fill-Weidmann, Odile Stotzer (treasurer), Trudi 

Bruehlmann for contributions, and to our other correspondents, including the Swiss Embassy.  

Special thanks to Amanda Sherman, our designer and advertising manager, and to Patricia  



 

Devenoges lodging the mail with NZ Post.   Also thanks to clubs and Swiss groups for their timely 

contributions.  The editorial team wish to strike a balance between the club news and other content 

which may mean having to edit copy to fit page space.  A great suggestion by Roland Schuetz at the 

Wellington Swiss Club AGM was to write a profile on the history of our clubs, as a reminder or 

education of our members.  I would welcome these, and stagger the articles over time.  Jackie 

Ziegler wrote an interesting background on the Swiss Farm in the most recent Helvetia, so this is an 

inspiration for other clubs and groups.  The Wellington Swiss Club will celebrate 70 years in 2027 so 

this would be an appropriate time for our clubs’ history to be published.   

 

We are open to ideas for, and feedback on the Helvetia, and relay this to Trudi Fill-Weidmann or 

myself.  I wish you all the best for the Swiss Society Cowbell Competition and AGM. 

 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann moved Bernie’s report, seconded Susie Wood. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Odile Stotzer advised that the Society made a deficit of $4,763 mainly due to increases in postage, a 

drop in advertising and decreased interest income.  We will also have to pay $1,000.00 to the new 

Swiss Abroad delegate if they attend the conference in Switzerland.  The increase in subscriptions 

due this year will bring an additional $3,000.00 per year; not sufficient to wipe the deficit.   

 

Odile moved her report, seconded Doreen Zehnder. 

 

There following lengthy discussions on our financial position and options to reduce the deficit. 

Anita Zuber felt we don’t need to accumulate funds and a deficit isn’t a problem.  Neil Kaiser 

wondered if hiring a laser printer to print our magazines would save money.  Amanda Sherman 

advised that she uses a wholesale printer where she gets competitive prices.  We don’t have the 

worry of breakdowns and knowing how to use a laser printer.  Willetta Staheli moved, Marianne 

Drummond seconded that copies of the financial statement be available at the AGM for members to 

read, with the payments to be passed on the back to save having to read them out.  Everyone 

agreed.  Amanda Sherman explained the postage expense increase, and advised it was imperative 

that correct addresses be provided on the database as having less than 95% correct addresses 

increases our NZ Post rate significantly.  Due to the postage cost structure (biggest membership is 

Taranaki and sending mail from Wellington to Taranaki is much more expensive than sending mail to 

Taranaki from Taranaki) Jackie wondered if Taranaki would organise the postage so total cost would 

be less.  Many felt this was a big ask of Taranaki members.  The paper version of the magazine is still 

the preferred option for many people although cost for sending the magazine for a year is $41.00 

compared to $6.00 for electronic version.  It was suggested to have a tiered subscription for the 

magazine, with people opting for the electronic version paying substantially less than those receiving 

the paper version.  Marianne advised this was difficult for treasurers, and wasn’t in favour of this.  

Peter Ehrler suggested stopping the printing of the Helvetia all together, and members would need 

to apply to get the paper version.  Amanda Sherman advised that producing fewer copies will cost 

more per magazine and felt an on-line only option a bit too early for our membership.  Heinz Diener 

advised that not everyone has internet to receive electronic copies.  Othmar Hebler suggested that 

we go back to our club committees and bring feedback to the next AGM.  Willetta Staheli  



 

recommended we try and get more advertisers, and perhaps the cost of advertising could increase 

as it is currently very cheap (this was suggested at the last AGM).  It was suggested that a profile on 

our advertisers could be included in the magazine to give them extra exposure.  Lisette Benkert felt 

we could probably increase the subscriptions again as the read is much better than other magazines.  

Kevin Gilbert made the following points: with $5.00 subscription increase we will still have a deficit; 

NZ Post will continue to increase postage; and funding providers are there, but there is less money 

around.  Angela Kiser suggested that funding could be sought, as cultural purposes are often kindly 

looked upon.  Ultimately it was felt that we need to reduce printing costs (increase on-line issues) 

and increase advertising revenue, together with our membership supporting our advertisers. 

 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann wished to pass the following bills, paid during the year, for payment (they all 

appear in the financial statement), seconded Marianne Drummond. 

   $ 

              17/04/2025 2,386.25  Print Ready - printing 

 19/05/2025      16.43  Lukas Ziegler 

 19/05/2025      15.65  Lukas Zeigler 

 20/05/2025    956.83  NZ Post 

 18/06/2025 2,403.50  Print Ready - printing 

 19/06/2025 1,000.00  Hamilton Swiss Club 

 21/07/2025    875.01  NZ Post 

 18/08/2025    208.15  Print Ready – Swiss Society Competition  

 18/08/2025 2,415.00  Print Ready - printing 

 27/08/2025    404.00  Taranaki Swiss Club – Swiss Society Competitions 

 02/09/2025    108.00  Auckland Swiss Club – Swiss Society Competitions 

 02/09/2025    336.00  Hamilton Swiss Club – Swiss Society Competitions 

 22/09/2025 1,182.99  NZ Post 

 21/10/2025 2,415.00  Print Ready - printing 

 20/11/2025 1,113.90  NZ Post 

 15/12/2025 2,415.00  Print Ready - printing 

 22/12/2025 1,198.32  NZ Post 

 02/03/2026    646.30  Print Ready – envelopes 

 02/03/2026 2,415.00  Print Ready – printing 

 06/03/2026 1,108.78  NZ Post 

 31/03/2026      49.00  T Fill-Weidmann - labels 

 

Rifle Master’s Report 

 

No report. 

 

Webmaster’s Report 

 

Lukas Ziegler advised that he had consolidated the member database.  Everything is now hosted via 

Germany, and considerably cheaper.  Anita felt we should improve the database further, offering 

more options for secretaries to use.  Lukas agreed, but advised that some of these improvements  



 

are very expensive; however he will look into it.  He will do further upgrades, and will redesign the 

website.  Lukas asked members to reach out if any problems arise with the swiss.org.nz addresses. 

 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann moved Lukas’ report, seconded Barbara Sperl. 

 

Delegate to Swiss Abroad Report (OSA)  

 

No report, although Peter Ehrler is still dealing with some matters. 

 

Setting of Society Subscriptions 2026/2027 

 

At last years’ AGM, the subscription was increased to $30.00 effective 1 April 2026.  It was moved by 

Willetta Staheli that subscriptions for the 2027 – 2028 year be increased by another $5.00, seconded 

Heidi Fransen.  This was passed with a majority show of hands.  The subscriptions will be $35.00 

effective 1 April 2027. 

  

Election of Officers 

 

Marianne thanked the entire Swiss Society committee for their hard work and effort, and ensuring 

that the Helvetia magazine remains a good read for all members.  As all office holders were happy to 

be re-elected, Marianne Drummond moved that all officers be re-elected en bloc, seconded Vreni 

Kull. 

 

President: Gertrud (Trudi) Fill-Weidmann 

 

Vice-President: John Bernard (Bernie) Napp 

 

Secretary: Gertrud (Trudi) Fill-Weidmann 

 

Treasurer: Marie-Odile (Odile) Stotzer. 

 

Rifle master: Dominique Heller 

 

Committee member: Paul Scherrer 

 

Patricia Devenoges is noted as a helper to the committee. 

 

Delegate to the Swiss Abroad: Esther Gilbert introduced herself (born in Switzerland and living in 

New Zealand for 40 years) and advised she has strong Swiss connections.  After last years’ AGM 

people suggested she look at being our delegate, and has given this serious thought.  She has agreed 

to accept the role and thanked both Peter Ehrler and Peter Canziani for their great work and 

dedication. 

 

 



 

Delegate to the Swiss Abroad: Esther Gilbert, moved Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded Peter Ehrler.  

All attendees were in favour.  Trudi thanked Esther for accepting this role. 

 

Conflict of Interest: During the last financial year there were no conflicts of interest. 

 

Approval of new members: The following have become members of the Swiss Society for the year: 

Auckland – Marcus and Claudia Bawden, Daniel and Yolandi Thompson, Nathalie Lauber and Eric 

Hayoz, Mariette Sprenger, Andre and Sarah Kuebler, Ivo Keel and Heannette Elley, David and Thea 

Southey, Andy Peterhans, Andrea Baumann, Martin and Helen Meyer, Rosmarie Krieg, Erich and 

Linda Schrey; Hamilton – these will be included with next years’ new members; Taranaki – Lisa 

Appert, Gary and Jill Butler, Sean and Lynette Delehanty, Michelle Dwyer, Emma Goodin, David 

Harrop and Sonia Wuest-Harrop, Raymond and Christine Hurley, Simon Kalin, Sophie Kuriger, Gilles 

Moeckli, Gerard Muggeridge, Maria Poole, Annette Robinson, Mathias Seifert, Shay Smith-Luond, 

Antonia Stewart, Tom Suter, David and Lois Werder, and Mark Zehnder; Wellington – Alex Fill and 

Sanne White, Alexandra Devoy, Patricia Devenoges and Geeta Blundell; Society Only - 

 

It was moved by Trudi Fill-Weidmann, seconded by Peter Canziani that we accept these new 

members to the Swiss Society of New Zealand Incorporated. 

 

Club Reports 

 

Auckland – Jackie Ziegler, president Auckland Swiss Club, thanked Taranaki for hosting the AGM 

weekend.  They’ve had another busy and successful year with events enjoyed by everyone.  They 

approved their constitution and reregistered.  They’re not harvesting trees on the farm, but still hire 

their facilities regularly.  They’re financially stable but had a deficit and are now seeking grants for 

projects.  Jackie acknowledged Daniel Wiederkehr for his great work as rifle master, and also the 

committee for their hard work.   

 

Hamilton –  Heidi Fransen, vice president Hamilton Swiss Club, thanked the Swiss Society for their 

hard work, and also the Taranaki Club for hosting the weekend.  They will be celebrating their 70th 

anniversary on the 1st of August.  Usually have functions at lunch time as families and the elderly 

prefer this.  The card evenings are well-attended with social games after the competition finishes.  

Unfortunately the picnic was wet.  The club is financially sound.  They have an annual walk but it 

didn’t work out this year.  Heidi thanked Herbert for his amazing work, as well as Anita and Beatrice 

and the committee. 

 

Wellington – Barbara Sperl read President Paul Scherrer’s AGM report.  When producing the 

Wellington calendar they decided to hold three Fondues as they had proved to be very popular, and 

this was the case.  Taranaki members boosted one event, and brought music and a warm 

atmosphere to the club house.  Two farmer’s brunches were held with neither having a great 

attendance.  We held a cultural workshop with crossbow target practice and swede lantern carving 

which was fun for all.  There was varied attendance at the Arobake Coffee and Zopf get togethers. 

We had a beautiful meal for the Christmas lunch but unfortunately a low attendance.  We’ve had 

two shooting practices with the regulars coming.  A small group also gathers at Trudi Bruehlmann’s  



 

for jass which is enjoyable.  The November working bee was reasonably well attended to tidy and 

clean the grounds and club house.  In the future some extra maintenance will be required.  In 

February our Sports day with kegeln and shot put was enjoyable but a small attendance.  Some of 

our members attended the Swiss Society AGM and the Taranaki Swiss Club picnic and enjoyed both.  

Our club has registered with the Incorporated Societies with several members making a huge effort 

for this to happen.  Grateful thanks to committee members and club members for their help during 

the year at our various events.  Huge thanks to our members who are holding office on the Swiss 

Society for their great work in producing an exceptional magazine, the Helvetia.  These are 

challenging times for our club with low membership and high costs and our club will struggle without 

more interest and participation.  We need to build the club with new or returning members, and it 

would be great to attract more young people.              

 

Taranaki – Othmar Hebler, President Taranaki Swiss Club, thanked everyone for coming to Taranaki.  

We’re very fortunate to have a committee of 20 hard-working and committed people.  He thanked 

Adrian Drummond for all the work he does in keeping our grounds looking immaculate.  We’re very 

lucky to have had several very generous donations to assist with our toilet upgrade, and next 

summer will be replacing the front exterior wall of the club house.  The picnic and fondue were 

terrific and very well supported functions.  Senior’s Social Days, twice a year, are well-attended and 

enjoyed by all.  The Singing and Entertainment Group performs at various rest homes where their 

performances are enjoyed.  The Alphorn Group continues to grow and they are looking forward to 

their trip to Switzerland.      

 

Dunedin – Esther Gilbert, representative of the Dunedin Swiss Group, advised that they welcomed 

around 50 people to the 1st of August dinner; this included Ambassador Viktor, Wellington’s Bernie 

Napp and a couple of Jungburger – making it a special night indeed.  The “heads-or-tails” quick fire 

quiz is proving to be a popular interlude, making everyone think and creating a few laughs.  This 

time, we expanded the grilling of cervelats to include everyone (not just the kids) and, thanks to the 

larger fire pit, provided space for good chats.  In March we held our second picnic in recent history – 

and we’re hoping this will return as an annual tradition for years to come.  Despite a wet start, we 

ended up with a dry afternoon and were able to grill sausages without getting rained on.  We were 

able to welcome some new-to-Dunedin families which was great.  In June the Taranaki Alphorn 

Group played in the Octagon and we enjoyed the feedback from the community.  Planning is now 

underway for this years’ 1st of August.  Unfortunately, both venues we had recently been using are 

unavailable so we’re on the search but think we’ve found a venue that can hopefully become a 

regular spot.  Other than that, the Otago / Southland area continues to be a quiet spot for the Swiss 

but I think that suits us all very well!  Esther thanked Kevin, her husband, for his valuable support.  

She enjoys the welcoming atmosphere created by all the clubs for the Swiss Society AGMs. 

 

Christchurch – Anita Ferris was unable to come.  Their club is still active. 

 

Nelson – Martin and Alexandra Beskid were unable to attend this AGM.  They are organising the 1st 

of August celebrations and cultural day to follow. 

 

 



 

General Business 

 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann moved that the Swiss Society of New Zealand make a donation of $1,000.00 to 

the Taranaki Swiss Club to help with costs organising this weekend, seconded Willetta Staheli.  

Everyone agreed.                               

 

Swiss Society Sports rules – change competitions from January to May (not March) as Taranaki 

always hold theirs in May; also shooting can be undertaken on certified or temporary ranges (there 

are some rules regarding temporary ranges which must be adhered to) – moved by Trudi Fill-

Weidmann, seconded Adrian Blaser. 

 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann made a promise to assist Dunedin members with $300.00 towards their travel 

expenses.  This is a one-off payment, and the issue will be discussed annually if required.  Kevin and 

Esther advised of their conflict of interest and were happy to leave the room, but everyone was 

happy that they stay. Trudi moved this payment be ratified by members, seconded Othmar Hebler.  

Everyone agreed. 

 

Trudi Fill-Weidmann, member of the Wellington Swiss Club, invited all members to the Wellington 

Swiss Club next year with the AGM being held on Sunday 6th of June 2027 at 2.00pm.  

 

Trudi wished everyone an enjoyable evening and safe travels home. 

 

Meeting closed at 4.25pm 

 

 

 

 

Read and confirmed, 6 June 2027 


